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SUBJECT: VENEZUELA AT THE OPEC MEETING 
REF: TEHRAN 9718; ALGIERS 3064 

1. PRESIDENT CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ REMARKED TO ME LAST NIGHT 
(OCT. 8) THAT VENEZUELA HAD "PLAYED A VERY IMPORTANT ROLE" 

AT THE OPEC MEETING. HE ASSERTED THAT THE GOV'S "MODERATE" 
INFLUENCE HAD BEEN A KEY FACTOR IN THE OUTCOME AND THAT HE 
PERSONALLY HAD TAKEN A HAND IN BRINGING THE SHAH AROUND 
(APPARENTLY INCLUDING TELEPHONE CALLS) TO ACCEPT THAT ULTIMATE 
COMPROMISE. THE PRESIDENT AND I WERE UNABLE AT A LARGE PUBLIC 
GATHERING (THE VENEZUELAN-AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE DINNER) 
TO PURSUE THE SUBJECT FURTHER. 

2. COMMENT: THE GOV IS GENERALLY AND PURPOSEFULLY AMBIGUOUS, 
PRIVATELY AS WELL AS PUBLICLY, ABOUT ITS POSITION IN OPEC 
COUNCILS. THE LINE IS THAT THERE MAY BE OCCASIONAL AND 
TRANSITORY DIFFERENCES OF VIEWPOINT. BUT THAT BASICALLY THE 
MEMBERS ARE UNIFIED IN COMMON UNDERSTANDING AND PURPOSE. 
CONTINUED OPEC SOLIDARITY IS THE OVERRIDING VENEZUELAN OBJECTIVE. 
THE PRESIDENT’S COMMENT WAS THEREFORE RATHER SURPRISING, 
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TO DISCOUNT ANY DESCRIPTION OF OPEC INVOLVING HAWKS AND DOVES 
OR THE LIKE. (PLANNING MINISTER GUMERSINDO RODRIGUEZ CALLED 
AN EDITOR OF THE ENGLISH-LANGUAGE DAILY JOURNAL TO 
DELIVER A REPRIMAND AFTER THAT PAPER HAD SUGGESTED THAT THIS 
COUNTRY BELONGS TO A MODERATE FACTION IN OPEC.) IT DOES SEEM 
LIKELY, HOWEVER, THAT CARLOS ANDRES AND HIS COLLEAGUES WOULD NOT 
BE TOO UNHAPPY IF WE IN PARTICULAR WERE PRIVATELY TO CONSIDER 
VENEZUELA AS A MODERATE FORCE IN OPEC. IN ANY EVENT, OUR 
IMPRESSIONS IS THAT THE GOV ROLE AT VIENNA WAS MODERATING BUT 
NOT NECESSARILY ALL THAT "MODERATE." 

3. WITH RESPECT TO THE REFTELS, WE NOTE THAT VENEZUELA HAS 
CLOSE TO 13 MILLION PEOPLE AND BADLY NEEDS ALL THE PETROLEUM 
REVENUE IT CAN GET TO FINANCE A HIGHLY AMBITIOUS DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM. BUT MOSLEMS ARE NOT IN ABUNDANT SUPPLY HERE. 
SHLAUDEMAN 
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